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New zone managers, store directors announced 

 By Cherie Huntington, 
DeCA public affairs specialist 

 
FORT LEE, Va. – Defense Commissary Agency Director and CEO Philip E. Sakowitz 

Jr. announced numerous key leadership changes during a recent message to the workforce. 

“These leaders assuming senior positions go forward with my complete confidence in 

their talent and dedication to the mission,” said Sakowitz. “I know they share my pride in serving 

the best customers in the world, making the commissary worth the trip – whether a shopper lives 

a mile away or 100.” 

The following changes were announced Nov. 16: 

• Reynaldo Andres, assistant store director, Hickam Air Force Base, Hawaii, moves to 

DeCA headquarters as commissary management specialist in the directorate of 

performance and policy, operations business group, center of excellence, with no 

replacement announced; 

• Victoria Best-Rush, store director, McChord Air Force Base, Wash., becomes DeCA 

West Zone 12 manager, at McChord, with no replacement selected at this time;  

• John Campbell, DeCA Europe Zone 32 manager, Ramstein Air Base, Germany, 

becomes chief of assistance, DeCA West regional office, McClellan, Calif.; he is 

replaced by Monique Mullin-Mings, store director, Fort Carson, Colo., with no 

replacement selected yet;  
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• Arrie Carson, store director, Fort Lee, Va., moves to DeCA headquarters as a 

commissary management specialist, directorate of performance and policy, customer 

service center of excellence, with no replacement selected;  

• Rose Castro, assistant store director, Atsugi, Japan, became the store’s director, 

replacing Matthew Whittaker, who now serves as store director, Yongsan, South Korea; 

he replaces Michael Mertz, who is now store director, Fort Meade, Md.; 

• Craig Cleaveland, store director, Eielson Air Force Base, Alaska, moves to DeCA 

headquarters as a commissary management specialist in the sales directorate, with no 

replacement named; 

• Jimmy Ephran, assistant store director, Harrison Village, Ind., becomes store director, 

Naval Air Station Key West, Fla.; Ephran succeeds Cynthia Six, who became store 

director, Marine Corps Recruit Depot Parris Island, S.C., replacing Iveena Henderson, 

who is now store director, Naval Weapons Station Charleston, S.C.; 

• Nadine Johnson, store director, Moody Air Force Base, Ga., becomes store director, 

Fort Eustis, Va., with no replacement selected at this time; 

• Ed Koerner, store administrator, Hanscom Air Force Base, Mass., becomes store 

director, Naval Submarine Base New London, Conn., replacing Charles Mosier, who 

becomes store administrator at Hanscom; 

• Buddie Kolath, assistant store director, Taegu Air Base, South Korea, becomes store 

director, Laughlin Air Force Base, Texas, with no replacement selected, replacing 

Thomas Mikell Jr., now store director, Schweinfurt, Germany; 

• Jim Marino, store director, Lajes Field, Portugal, becomes store director, Naval Support 

Activity Annapolis, Md., replacing Daryl Alexander, who left federal service;  

• Michael Pfister, general manager, Fort Lee, Va., moves to DeCA headquarters as 

commissary management specialist, directorate of performance and policy, grocery 

center of excellence, with no replacement announced; 

• Michael Pulley, general manager, Marine Corps Base Quantico, Va., moves to DeCA 

headquarters as commissary management specialist, directorate of performance and 

policy, management administration, center of excellence, with no replacement yet;  

• Barbara Sannino, DeCA East Zone 23 manager, McGuire Air Force Base, N.J., 

becomes DeCA Europe’s Zone 31 manager, at Bamberg, Germany, with no replacement 

selected; Sannino replaces Randy Eller, who becomes chief of the grocery division, 

directorate of performance and policy, DeCA headquarters;  



 

• Christine Spain, store director, Naval Support Activity New Orleans, La., becomes store 

director, Barksdale Air Force Base, La., with no replacement named; she replaces Ralph 

Buras, who has moved to DeCA Europe in operations; and 

• Thomas Testerman, store director, Naval Air Station North Island, Calif., becomes store 

director, Vandenberg Air Force Base, Calif., with no replacement selected yet; Testerman 

replaces Kristine Ainsworth, who left federal service. 

The following personnel actions were announced in August: 

• Qahir Abdur-Rahman, commissary management specialist in DeCA’s sales directorate, 

is now store director, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, replacing Gary Bufalo, who went to 

Sigonella as store director. Joseph Green, former store director at Sigonella, is now store 

director, Robins Air Force Base, Ga.; 

• Robert Bunch, zone manager, DeCA West Zone 12, McChord Air Force Base, Wash., 

moved to DeCA headquarters as chief, customer service division, directorate of 

performance and policy; 

• Rasheed Diallo, leadership development specialist in DeCA’s human resources 

directorate, is now its chief of succession management; 

• Teresa Duncan, human resources specialist in DeCA’s human resources directorate, is 

now its chief of staffing and classification; 

• Patrice Funderburk, former store administrator at Goodfellow Air Force Base, Texas, is 

the store director at Naval Air Weapons Station China Lake, Calif., replacing Billy 

Benner, now store director, Naval Base Ventura County Port Hueneme, Calif., where 

June Bazile left federal service; 

• Jeanne Halterman, store administrator at Miramar, Calif., filled the vacant store director 

position at Naval Station Everett-Smokey Point, Wash.; 

• Cheryl Ludington, store administrator at Wiesbaden, Germany, became store director, 

Heidelberg, Germany, replacing Gabriel Lugo, who is now store director, Naval Air 

Station Pensacola, Fla. Lugo replaced Mark Crump, now store director, Naval 

Amphibious Base Little Creek, Va., after John Blythe Jr. became the deputy store 

director at Ramstein Air Base, Germany; 

• Redo Nolletti, store administrator at Fort Buchanan, Puerto Rico, filled the vacant store 

director position at Fort Monmouth, N.J.; 



 

• Celine Ruiz, former store administrator, Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, is now store director at 

Hickam Air Force Base, Hawaii, replacing Richard Means, who is now store director, 

Nellis Air Force Base, Nev.; and 

• Ronnie Trimble, former store administrator, Patch Barracks, Germany, is now the store 

director at Bitburg, Germany, replacing Ernestina Vasquez, who moved to DeCA 

Europe in operations. 

- DeCA-  

 

About DeCA: The Defense Commissary Agency operates a worldwide chain of 

commissaries providing groceries to military personnel, retirees and their families in a safe and 

secure shopping environment. Authorized patrons purchase items at cost plus a 5-percent 

surcharge, which covers the costs of building new commissaries and modernizing existing ones. 

Shoppers save an average of more than 30 percent on their purchases compared to commercial 

prices – savings worth about $3,300 annually for a family of four. A core military family support 

element, and a valued part of military pay and benefits, commissaries contribute to family 

readiness, enhance the quality of life for America’s military and their families, and help recruit 

and retain the best and brightest men and women to serve their country. 
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