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DeCA honors its best in creative merchandising
By DeCA office of communication

ATLANTA, Ga. — Commissaries around the world were honored as the best in fiscal
2009 for originality, creativity and compliance of promotional displays in the Defense
Commissary Agency’s Annual Merchandising and COMMEX Awards.

The store directors of the winning commissaries accepted the awards from Philip E.
Sakowitz Jr., DeCA director and CEO, on June 8 during the agency’s 2010 Conference and
Training Event in Atlanta.

“The product displays we honor with these awards are typical of the hard work,
imagination and cooperation of our store employees and industry partners,” Sakowitz said.
“Their creations draw a lot of attention to various promotions and create a lot of excitement in
the stores for our customers.”

The Best Merchandising Awards are presented annually to those commissaries identified
as building the best displays. To stand out, they must also excel in adhering to the sales
directorate’s promotional program packages, exhibit creativity and enthusiasm in merchandising
commissary products, and encourage the participation of regional and local companies in
promotional programs.

Winners by category, store size and location are:

Grocery Merchandising
e Best Superstore (in the United States) — McChord Air Force Base Commissary, Joint
Base Lewis-McChord, Wash.
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Best Large Store (in the United States) — Fort Eustis Commissary, Joint Base Langley-
Eustis, Va.

Best Large Store (overseas) — U.S. Army Garrison Heidelberg Commissary, Germany

Best Small Store — (in the United States) Laughlin Air Force Base Commissary, Texas.
Best Small Store — Cairo Commissary, Egypt

Best Region — DeCA Europe

Best Zone — Zone 37 (Mediterranean Zone, DeCA Europe)

Meat Merchandising

Best Superstore (in the United States) — Fort Bliss Commissary, Texas

Best Large Store (in the United States) — Offutt Air Force Base Commissary, Neb.
Best Large Store (overseas) — Yokota Air Base Commissary, Japan

Best Small Store (in the United States) — Sheppard Air Force Base Commissary, Texas
Best Small Store (overseas) — Naval Air Facility Atsugi Commissary, Japan

Best Supported Store (in the United States) — Barbers Point Commissary, Joint Base
Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii

Best Supported Store (overseas) — Camp Zama Commissary, Japan

The theme for this year’s Meat Merchandising awards was, “Meat Your Healthy

Choices.” The annual competition highlights the commissary’s goal to serve as nutritional leader

for the Department of Defense. The Meat Merchandising Awards are judged on display and

merchandising of product, consumer education programs, product demonstrations, patron

outreach, health and wellness events, cooking schools, performance metrics and entry

presentation.

Produce Merchandising

Best Superstore (in the United States) — Naval Base San Diego Commissary, Calif.
Best Large Store (in the United States) — Tinker Air Force Base Commissary, Okla.
Best Large Store (overseas) — Osan Air Base Commissary, South Korea

Best Small Store (in the United States) — San Onofre Commissary, Calif.

Best Small Store (overseas) — Naval Air Facility Atsugi Commissary, Japan

The theme for this year’s produce merchandising awards was, “Your produce department

— it’s worth the trip!” Winning stores excelled in quality and team performance in areas such as

creative displays, consumer education events, in-store excitement, outreach programs,



performance metrics and entry presentation.

The ceremony concluded with the presentation of the COMMEX Awards, also referred to
as the Commissary-Exchange Report Awards. These awards are presented each year to the
commissaries identified as having the best promotional compliance, said Gary Duell, COMMEX
vice president.

COMMEX, based in Dallas, surveys the promotional items that are being displayed at
nearly 100 commissaries in the continental United States to see if they comply with display
segments that include power buys, primary displays and manager’s specials. “The surveys give
DeCA’s marketing business unit and its industry partners a good indication of how well

promotional programs are being supported at store level,” Duell said.

COMMEX Awards
e Best Store Compliance in DeCA East — Bolling Air Force Base Commissary, Joint Base
Anacostia-Bolling, Washington, D.C.

e Best Store Compliance in DeCA West — Fort Hood Il Commissary, Texas

e Best Zone Compliance (DeCA East) — Zone 28

e Best Zone Compliance (DeCA West) — Zone 6

e Best Region Compliance Award — DeCA West

-DeCA-

About DeCA: The Defense Commissary Agency operates a worldwide chain of
commissaries providing groceries to military personnel, retirees and their families in a safe and
secure shopping environment. Authorized patrons purchase items at cost plus a 5-percent
surcharge, which covers the costs of building new commissaries and modernizing existing ones.
Shoppers save an average of more than 30 percent on their purchases compared to commercial
prices — savings worth about $3,300 annually for a family of four. A core military family support
element, and a valued part of military pay and benefits, commissaries contribute to family
readiness, enhance the quality of life for America’s military and their families, and help recruit

and retain the best and brightest men and women to serve their country.
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